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the superior weight of mechanical force at Franco's
disposal has slowly won for him the greater part
of Spain, until now, apart from Madrid, the
Government only control a small strip of coast in
the north-east, where they continue to resist with
tenacity.
But judgment of Franco's military ability must
rest for the time being .on his actual achievements
before 'he became Generalissimo. Some say that
his conduct of the war has been strategically
brilliant; others insist that he has made every
mistake which the experience of the Great War
taught all enlightened commanders to avoid.
The direction of a modern war is a very different
thing from African campaigning. Until all the
facts are available from impartial sources, we cannot
judge.
But for Franco, 'the decree of September agth,
giving him supreme power, opened up a new world.
Henceforward purely , military matters were
inevitably subordinated to activities in -the jiew
,and wider field of government.
Franco- is unique among the dictators, or indeed
among all who'play notable parts in governing their
countries. Until he came to wield his power very
few people knew in any detail what his policy would
be: . He had certainly given some broad indications
of principle, but even those -were more negative
than positive, In Africa he had 'shown that he